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the things. He accepted the gifts, wrote a return card, and
gave two taels to the servant and five ch'iens to each of the
porters. To the servant he said: "You will understand that,
as I am a stranger here and not versed in the usual customs, I
am ashamed to offer such a reward." The man kotowed and
accepted the money.
Wang Ching, who was standing beside his master, whis-,
pered: "I was told to go to the palace to see Wild Rose. I'
have brought something for her."
"What have you brought?" Hsi-men asked him.
"Two pairs of home-made shoes," Wang Ching said.
"That is not enough," Hsi-m6n said. He told Tai An to
look in his chest and take out two jars of rose-flower biscuits.
He gave them to Wang Ching, with a card of thanks for the
presents, and the boy put on black robes and went to the
Imperial Tutor's palace with the servant.
Hsi-men wrote a, ,card and sent it, with the sheep and a jar
of wine, to Secretary Ts'ui. He told a servant to offer the pig,
a jar of wine, and the boxes of cakes to the eunuch. "We are
such good friends," Captain Ho said to him, "that really there
is no need for you to do anything of the sort."
Wang Ching came to the palace, and was received by Wild
Rose in the great hall. She was dressed so exquisitely that she
looked like a tree of jade, not at all like the girl who had lived
with her mother at Ch'ing Ho. She had grown taller. She
asked the boy many questions about her family, and gave him
some food. She thought Wang Ching's clothes were very
thin. She brought a blue silk gown, lined with fur, and gave
it to him with five taels of silver. When the boy got back, he
showed the cloak to Hsi-men Ch'ing.
Captain Ho and Hsi-m£n were playing chess, when, sud-
denly, there was shouting outside. The doorkeeper came in
and said: "His Lordship Hsia has come to call." He handed
one card to Hsi-m£n Ch'ing and another to Captain Ho.
They hurried to the great hall to meet Hsia. Ho thanked him
for the expedition with which he had settled the question of
the house. Hsia presented gifts to each of them, and they
thanked him cordially. Then he gave ten taels of silver to
P€n IV, Tai An, and Wang Ching. They had tea, Hsia asked
if he might see the old eunuch, but Ho said:

